To write your elected congressional representatives via email, go to http://www.congress.org and enter your zip code.  Please send at copy of your letter to Elizabeth Fisher, info@ifisher.com.  

Dear _____________:

Current federal regulations only require automakers to make seat belts that fit people up to 215 lbs, even though there are laws in 49 states that seat belts must be worn by all.  As your constituent, I am requesting that you write the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration on my behalf in support of a petition filed by Elizabeth Fisher to amend Federal Regulation 49CFR571.209, so that any person who fits in a vehicle will be able to fasten their seat belt.  

The docket file number for this petition is DMS-NHTSA-2000-7580. 

NHTSA’s address is:

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

400 Seventh Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Fisher is not asking that automakers be required to modify their vehicle design in any way, only that they make seat belt extenders available for purchase.  (Many manufacturers are already doing this, but Honda, Hyundai, Kia, and others do not.)  A seat belt extender is a piece of seat belt fabric, usually about 8" long, that costs about $25, and can be added or removed with one click.

Passengers not wearing seat belts are four times more likely to die in a crash.  And by being unbelted, they are not only a danger to themselves, but to all other passengers.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has opened docket file number DMS-NHTSA-2000-7580 at dms.dot.gov as a place to contribute and/or view material they have received pertaining to this petition.

More information about this issue is available at http://www.ifisher.com.  

Thank you for your assistance. I look forward to your response. 

Sincerely,

